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      The concordat to support research integrity asks universities, research institutes and individual researchers to commit to ensuring their work is underpinned by the highest standards of rigour and integrity.


  


    
                                  
          
        

            About the concordat 


The Concordat to Support Research Integrity, otherwise known as the Research Integrity Concordat, aims to provide a national framework for good research conduct and its governance. It makes sure government, business, international partners and the public can continue to have confidence in UK research and its world-leading researchers.
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            Who are the signatories? 


      

            We act as the secretariat to the concordat, as well as a signatory. The signatories are: 


	Cancer Research UK
	Department for the Economy, Northern Ireland
	Higher Education Funding Council for Wales
	National Institute for Health Research
	Scottish Funding Council
	The British Academy
	UK Research and Innovation
	Wellcome Trust
	GuildHE Research



      
      

      



                
          
        
            What do the signatories commit to? 


      

            Signatories to the concordat are committed to:


	upholding the highest standards of rigour and integrity in all aspects of research
	ensuring that research is conducted according to appropriate ethical, legal and professional frameworks, obligations and standards
	supporting a research environment that is underpinned by a culture of integrity and based on good governance, best practice, and support for the development of researchers
	using transparent, timely, robust and fair processes to deal with allegations of research misconduct should they arise
	working together to strengthen the integrity of research and to review progress regularly and openly



      
      

      



          

  
      

      



                                          
          
        

            Latest version


The revised Concordat to Support Research Integrity, published on 25 October 2019, is an updated version of the first concordat published in 2012. The concordat responds to recommendations set out in the Science and Technology Committee's report on research integrity, published in July 2018.


 


      
      

      



                                          
          
        

            Template: annual statement on research integrity 


This template provides guidance on how to complete an annual statement for the Concordat to Support Research Integrity. This template is being introduced as a pilot from November 2022, which will be reviewed after a year.
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            The Concordat to Support Research Integrity sets out five fundamental commitments to support good research practice and a healthy research culture. The fifth commitment requires employers of researchers to produce a short annual statement setting out what work they have undertaken to support research integrity, activities to foster good research practice, as well as policies, processes and actions to address any concerns about research conducted.


      
      

      



                                          
          
        

      
                
          
        
            What should annual statements do?


      

            Annual statements should:


	publicly demonstrate a commitment to high quality and ethical research, by declaring the practical measures undertaken to enhance research integrity
	reflect on successes and consider areas for improvement to help themselves and the sector continuously improve over time
	provide research funders with assurance information in an ‘ask once’ statement that is publicly available. This aims to reduce bureaucracy for organisations and to help meet funders’ terms and conditions.



      
      

      



                
          
        
            Why are they important?


      

            Annual statements are an opportunity for the sector to provide information on activities and anonymised data in a consistent manner, allowing sector level analysis that provides evidence on the integrity of research and the research environment. Statements allow for showcasing.


      
      

      



          

  
      

      



                                          
          
        

            
Produced on behalf of the Research Integrity Concordat Signatories Group by the UK Research Integrity Office (UKRIO), the template provides guidance on how to complete an annual statement. The template is intended to be flexible for use across different disciplines and size of organisation. Some organisations may be able to complete the statement more fully than others. All organisations are asked to use the boxes as it enables a sector-wide analysis to identify trends in policies and practice.


Submission


Once approved by the organisation, the annual narrative statement should be: 


	published on the organisation’s website alongside previous annual narrative statements, and/or alongside relevant policies relating to research integrity
	submitted to Universities UK as the secretariat of the Concordat: RIsecretariat@universitiesuk.ac.uk. This could be submitted as a copy of the statement, or a link to the published statement online.

Piloting


This template was introduced in November 2022 on a pilot basis. The template is not currently mandatory. However, organisations are encouraged to use it to support consistency for sector-wide analysis. The Research Integrity Concordat Signatories Group plan to review the pilot after one year.  


If you have difficulty accessing the template, or would like to give feedback on it, please contact RIsecretariat@universitiesuk.ac.uk. 


The Research Integrity Concordat Signatories Group and UKRIO would like to thank those who gave valuable reviews on the initial consultation draft circulated by UKRIO.


      
      

      



                                          
          
        

            Annual statement 2022


      
      

      



                                          
          
        

            This annual statement gives a summary of activities from the Research Integrity Concordat Signatories Group for 2022.
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            It also includes a review of the annual statements organisations submitted as part of their commitment to the concordat. 


      
      

      



                                          
          
        

            You can also download the annual statement for 2021.
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    Our monthly updates are a great way for you to stay up to date with our work, events, and higher education news.
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            Get in touch 


If you have any questions about the Concordat to Support Research Integrity, please email RIsecretariat@universitiesuk.ac.uk


      
      

      



                  


  




  
  
  



  


  


                    

                  

                                      
                        
    
  
      Created

    
      
  25 Oct 2019


  


  
      Tags

    
      
    
                                      
          Research and innovation
        

                                      
          Publications
        

          


  


  
      Downloads

    
      

      
              Download the concordat
  (396.85 KB)


              Download the template for the annual statement on research integrity (.pdf)
  (1.28 MB)


              Download the template for the annual statement on research integrity (.doc)
  (79 KB)


              Download the annual statement 2021
  (339.96 KB)


              Download the annual statement 2022
  (370.33 KB)


          

  
  


  
    
        
          Share
	Tweet this
	Share on facebook
	Share linkedin


      




  


                    
                  

                

              


            


                        
          


          
                      
                
    
  
      Related

    
      

      
                




  

              



  
          
      
      
      
      
      
      
              24 April 2020
                  
            
            Publications
      


    

          
        



  
            
                  
              
                  

  

      




                  



  
          
      
      
      
      
      
      
              24 April 2020
                  
            
            Publications
      


              

    
    

              
      
      
    

  

          
                
                  
Concordat for the advancement of knowledge exchange in higher education

                
              

    
  




            

  

  
    The concordat aims to enhance knowledge exchange within universities. 

  





      
      

    

  





          

  
  


  
    
      Stay up to date with our work
Our monthly updates are a great way for you to stay up to date with our work, events, and higher education news.


            Subscribe

      

  


  


            

                    

        

      
    
      

  
  
  
    
      
        
          Back to top
        
      

    

  



  
      
        
            
    
  
    
              
            
        
        


  
    
      

  
      Woburn House, 20 Tavistock Square,

London, WC1H 9HQ

-

+44(0)20 7419 4111
info@universitiesuk.ac.uk


  

  


  


            
    


      
        
              	
                                      
                About us
                                	
                  
                Introducing UUK
              
	
                  
                Our members
              
	
                  
                Careers
              
	
                  
                Our history
              
	
                  
                People
              
	
                  
                Governance, annual reports and accounts
              
	
                  
                Who we work with
              
	
                  
                Our home: Woburn House
              


  
              
	
                                      
                Topics
                                	
                  
                Teaching, learning and quality
              
	
                  
                Funding, finance and operations
              
	
                  
                Impact of universities
              
	
                  
                Research and innovation
              
	
                  
                Health and wellbeing
              
	
                  
                Equality, diversity and inclusion
              
	
                  
                Students
              
	
                  
                Climate and sustainability
              
	
                  
                International
              


  
              
	
                                      
                What we do
                                	
                  
                Policy and research
              
	
                  
                Supporting our members
              
	
                  
                Creating a voice for our members
              
	
                  
                International
              
	
                  
                Work in parliament
              


  
              
	
                                      
                Latest
                                	
                  
                News
              
	
                  
                Events
              
	
                  
                Insights and analysis
              
	
                  
                Newsletter
              
	
                  
                Podcasts
              
	
                  
                Publications
              
	
                  
                Watch past events
              


  
              


  


  

  


          
              
    


      
        
              	
                                      
                Contact us
              
	
                                      
                Privacy notice
              
	
                                      
                Cookies
              
	
                                      
                Accessibility
              


  


  

  
    
      

  
      © Copyright Universities UK


  

  


  
    
      

  
      Universities UK a charity registered in England and Wales (1001127) and Scotland (SC052497). A company limited by guarantee and registered in England and Wales Company No. 2517018.

Registered Office: Woburn House, 20 Tavistock Square, London, WC1H 9HQ.


  

  


  


              
    
  
    
        
          	Follow us on Instagram
	Follow us on Twitter
	Follow us on LinkedIn
	Follow us on Facebook


      




  
    
      

  
      Site by Effusion


  

  


  


          

        
      

  





  


    
    






  