In an era of fiscal trade-offs, higher education finds itself
Increasingly exposed.

Trade-offs voters would be willing to make to increase public spending in higher education vs. defence (UK Voter Average)
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2024 GE Vote intention now
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Projected seats if an election were held tomorrow (baseline model)

Reform UK
Labour Party

Liberal Democrats

SNP 36

Conservative Party

Plaid Cymru |3

Green Party |3
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The voter groups with the greatest political influence are

seeking tangible change in higher education.

To what extent do you agree or disagree with the following statements on the UK higher
education?
B The university system is broken and needs a complete overhaul to meet the needs of students and employers

Neutral
The university system is fit for purpose and meets the needs of students and employers

Vocationalists 159
(15% nat pop, historically Conservative, S
now core Reform swing voter bloc)
Stalled Sceptics 24%, 349%
(26% nat pop, cross-party switchers)

Change Agents
(9% nat pop, core Labour voters)

7%

Champions
(19% nat pop, core Labour voters) 17% 15% 68%

* Caveal: a disengaged segment of the electorate has been omilted/removed (31%). Demonstrated no clear views or attitudes on the HE sector.
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Their views on higher education

Vocationalists
15%

Currently fundamentally opposed

Deeply sceptical of universities,
viewing them as elitist, profit-
driven, and detached from real-
world needs. They see higher
education purely through a job-
focused lens and reject any cultural
or symbolic value. For them, a
degree only matters if it leads
directly to a clear career outcome.
They tend to support reduced
public funding, caps on
international students, and cutting
so-called ‘low-value’ courses.

Cautious and conditionally
supportive of higher education.
While not dismissive of its value,

they question whether the current
system serves most people well.
Many feel too many students are
pushed into academic routes that
don't suit their skills or match the

economy’s needs. Stalled sceptics

want a more accountable,
responsive system, but don't reject
universities outright.

T ——

Champions

Change Agents
9% 19%

Fundamentally in favour

Deeply invested in higher
education, both personally and
culturally. They see universities as
vital spaces for intellectual
development, social mobility, and
societal ennchment. For them, a
degree carries symbolic value and
remains something to aspire to.
Overall, they believe that
universities are effectively
delivenng on their promise to
students and society at large.

Generally supportive of higher
education, having personally
benefited from it, but not uncnitical.
They rely on their qualifications but
question whether the system
consistently delivers for students.
They raise perceived concerns
about the ‘over-financialisation’ of
the sector and institutional focus on

prestige over purpose.
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EEE News Radio Video Opinion Callers Politics Crime World Business & Money Science &T

LISTEN NOW Shelagh Fogarty ON AIR NOW
‘ 1pm-4pm

ot 305ep 2025 Starmer scraps target to get 50% of school
e leavers into university

The target was set by Sir Tony Blair in a September 1999 conference speech and was

D<o
f o = met for the first time in 2019.




Public First

2025

people are proud of Britain and
learn the skills, character and
values to succeed in life.

CRITICAL REFORMS NEEDED IN THE
FIRST 100 DAYS:

A Patriotic Curriculum in Primary and
Secondary Schools

Any teaching about a period or example of British
or European imperialism or slavery must be paired
with the teaching of a non-European occurrence
of the same to ensure balance. History and sccial
science curriculum to be reviewed and audited
regularly to ensure balance. Our children must be
taught about their heritage

Ban Transgender Ideology in Primary and
Secondary Schools

No gender questioning, social transitioning or
proncun swapping. inform parents of under 16s

bout their children's life decisions. Schools must

W

have single sex facilities.
Tax relief of 20% on all Independent Education
No VAT on Fees. If parents can afford to pay a

bit more, we should incentivise them to choose

Scrap Interest on Student Loans

Thereafter:

Cut Funding to Universities that Undermine
Free Speech

ey Ty e
1ICdl Dias

Nnalties

heavy financial penalties
Permanent Exclusions for Violent and
Disruptive Students

We will double the number of Pupil Referral Units
(PRUs) so schools can function safely. We will also

ensure that best practice is spread across PRUs.

Universities Must Provide 2-Year
Undergraduate Courses

Ihe option of 2 year courses wc

“Education
that nurtures
skills, character
and values -
not a divided

socCi



How can universities respond to the political
environment?

1. Think local: how can you make the work you do more visible to the
public and to politicians in your region?

2. Be future facing: frame conversations not around the status quo, but
around building a better future

3. Align with sectors and industries that command public support:
eg, healthcare, defense, schools

4. Recognise the reality: studying at university is expensive, finding a job
is hard. The sector can engage productively with those issues.
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5. Engage with your local Reform party now
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