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1. Funding Policy Assurance Platform

Led by Wellcome who have developed the platform with four other Funders 
(UKRI, Cancer Research UK, NIHR, The Royal Society). 

• Shared platform for research funders and recipients of research and 
innovation funding

• Standardised baseline assurance: greater alignment and transparency 
between funders

• Feedback intended to measure maturity over time
• Incorporating a trial of some limited AI functionality

• Requirements compiled by funder consortium
• Build management, resourcing and funding by Wellcome
• System design and build by Wellcome’s consultancy partner, Hyphen8 



Digital platform launched in November 2025 
aiming for 15+ participating organisations

Admin resource from UKRI

Platform support from Wellcome and Hyphen8

Success criteria under development

Evaluation in late summer 2026

If successful and delivers the anticipated outcomes 
and benefits, the concept and digital platform 
could be prepared for roll out from Autumn 2026.

Shared Approach to Testing Control-effectiveness



2. Collaborative Funding Assurance Process

Shared assurance plan 25/26 covering financial and 
non-financial assurance.

30 assurance reviews of research performing 
organisations with zero overlaps and of which 2 are 
being conducted a joint reviews with a single 
report.

Shared processed and methodology as far as is 
possible. 

Reliance on each others work as far as possible.

Outcomes factored into decisions on future 
assurance reviews. 

Significant Interest from other funders



UKRI Funding Assurance Reforms 

• Working towards shared and collaborative assurance processes working with other funders  

• A single integrated assurance process covering all UKRI funding.

• Streamlined commissioning, fieldwork and reporting leading to quicker turnaround, therefore less time 
needed to complete assurance reviews and shorter journey from kick-off to close-out.

• Sharing our processes, documentation and thematic fundings on an open-source basis with funders 
and research organisations. 

• Commitment to ongoing dialogue with the sector on possible future funding assurance improvements 
including a trial of self assurance in 26/27 .  
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