
                      
 

Promoting excellence in health research:  
Opportunities and challenges 

 
Woburn House Conference Centre, London, WC1H 9HQ 

Thursday 11 March 2010 
 

Agenda (subject to change) 
 

 
09.30 Registration and refreshments  Tavistock Room, Lower Ground Floor 
 
 
Session 1      Main Hall, Ground Floor 
 
10.00    Welcome and introduction by Conference Chair  

Professor Michael Farthing, Chair, Health and Social Care Policy Committee, Universities UK; 
Vice-Chancellor, University of Sussex 

 
10.10 The evolving model of pharmaceutical R&D 

Dr Malcolm Skingle CBE, Association of the British Pharmaceutical Industry (ABPI) 
 
10.30 Making the UK a centre for research excellence 

Professor Dame Sally C. Davies, Director General of Research and Development, Department 
of Health 

 
10.50 The contribution of higher education to the health research agenda 

Professor Don Nutbeam, Vice-Chancellor, University of Southampton  
 
11.10 Questions and discussion 
 
11.30 Coffee break 
 
Session 2 
 
12.00 Discussion groups 

1. Promoting good conduct in research: the work of the UUK Research Integrity Office 
Mezzanine Meeting Room, Mezzanine 
James Parry, Acting Head, UK Research Integrity Office 

 
2. How can we be more attractive for research: some thoughts 

Main Hall, Ground Floor 
Professor Chris Day, Pro Vice Chancellor, Medical Sciences, Newcastle University, and Mr 
Malcolm Lowe-Lauri, Chief Executive, University Hospitals of Leicester NHS Trust 

 
3. Case study university: best practice health research collaboration 

UUK Boardroom, First Floor 
Dr David Langley, Director, Research and Enterprise Development University of Bristol, and 
Professor Peter Mathieson, Dean of Medicine, University of Bristol 
 

4. Impact and user value 
Meeting Room 2, Ground Floor 
Drs Astrid Wissenburg, Chair, Research Councils UK (RCUK) Knowledge Transfer and 
Economic Impact Group and Director of Communication and Information ESRC 

   



 
5. Supporting clinical research careers 

Meeting Room 1, Ground Floor 
Dr David Cox, Deputy Director - Research Faculty, Research & Development Directorate, 
Department of Health 
 
 

13.00 Lunch and networking    Tavistock Room, Lower Ground Floor 
 
 
Session 3      Main Hall, Ground Floor 
 
14.00 Introductions by conference chair 
 
14.05 Keynote speech 

Phil Willis MP, Chair, Science and Technology Committee 
 
14.20 How does a major research charity deal with change 
 Sir Mark Walport, Chief Executive, Wellcome Trust 
 
14.35 Questions 
 
14.45 Panel debate: Fostering closer collaborative work between higher education, the health 

service and the private sector 
Professor Stephen Bain, R&D Director, Abertawe Bro Morgannwg University Health Board 
Dr Allison Jeynes-Ellis, Medical-Innovation Director, Association of the British Pharmaceutical 
Industry (ABPI)  
Professor Mary Lovegrove, Head, Department of Allied Health Professions, London South 
Bank University 
Dr Louise Wood, Head, NHS Research Infrastructure and Industry R&D Relations, 
Department of Health 

 
Session 4 
 
15.30 Repeat of workshops (with refreshments served) 

 
       2.   How can we be more attractive for research: some thoughts 

 Mezzanine Meeting Room, Mezzanine 
Professor Chris Day, Pro Vice Chancellor, Medical Sciences, Newcastle University, and Mr 
Malcolm Lowe-Lauri, Chief Executive, University Hospitals of Leicester NHS Trust 

 
3. Case study university: best practice health research collaboration 

UUK Board Room, First Floor 
Dr David Langley, Director, Research and Enterprise Development University of Bristol, and 
Professor Peter Mathieson, Dean of Medicine, University of Bristol 
 

4. Impact and user value 
Meeting Room 2, Ground Floor 
Drs Astrid Wissenburg, Chair, Research Councils UK (RCUK) Knowledge Transfer and 
Economic Impact Group and Director of Communication and Information ESRC 
 

5. Supporting clinical research careers 
Meeting Room 1, Ground Floor 
Dr David Cox, Deputy Director - Research Faculty, Research & Development Directorate, 
Department of Health 

 
 
16.30 Close of conference 



                      
 

Booking Form 
 

Promoting excellence in health research 
Thursday 11 March 2010 

 
Woburn House Conference Centre, 20 Tavistock Square, London WC1H 9HQ 

 
To register please complete the information section below: 
 
Name____________________________________________________________________ 
 
Title (Mr/Mrs/Ms/Miss/Dr/Prof) _____________ Position ____________________________ 
 
Organisation_______________________________________________________________ 
 
Address __________________________________________________________________ 
 
_________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Postcode _______________________ E-mail ____________________________________ 
 
Tel No ____________________________ Fax No________________________________ 
   
Special requirements (diet, disability etc) ________________________________________ 
 
Signature__________________________________________________________________ 
(I have read and agree to the terms and conditions) 
 
Cost of Attendance: £185 (This event is exempt from VAT) 
 
Payment Methods: 
 

 I enclose a cheque for £ ___________              
 Cheque to follow 

Cheques should be made payable to Universities UK 
 Please send an invoice to (please give your email address): 

____________________________________________________ 
Please provide purchase order number if required for invoice 
____________________________________________________ 

 Payment by BACs: 
       To Pay by BACS – NatWest Account No. 36254339    Sort Code 60-80-07 



Seminar Selection:  
You may attend one Seminar in Session 2 and another in Session 4.  Places will be allocated 
on a first come first served basis subject to maximum numbers.  Please indicate your choice 
for both. 
 
Session 2 1 2 3 4 5 
   Full   
Session 4  2 3 4 5 
   Full  Full 

 
Please return this form to Sarah Smith by Thursday 4 March 2010 by fax, post or email. 
 
Fax:    020 7383 5766  e-mail:  events@universitiesuk.ac.uk  
 
Post: Universities UK, Woburn House, Tavistock Square, London, WC1H 9HQ 
 
Enquiries: 020 7419 5412 
 
Terms and Conditions 
Cancellations must be received in writing by Thursday 4 March 2010 to qualify for a refund. 
We regret that no refund can be made for cancellations received after this time; however 
substitute delegates will be accepted.  Non appearances on the day would be liable for the 
full cost. 
 
If you have not received confirmation or joining instructions at least one week prior to the 
conference then please contact us on the enquiries telephone number above. 
 
Data Protection Act 
Please note that the information on this form may be stored on our computer records for 
internal data processing purposes. We will not pass this data on to third parties. We are 
registered under the Data Protection Act (1988). 
 
 
 

mailto:events@universitiesuk.ac.uk

