

Appendix 1

PROGRESS - Changes to the current applications system                     


	
	Summary of actions on each recommendation 


	Time scale 
	Actions completed

	1.
	Entry Profiles

UCAS to continue their work to encourage the provision of clear, comparable entry requirement information, with a view to moving toward 100% provision of information for students wishing to enter HE in 2008/09.  

 
	Working Group set up by SPA, Chaired by Janet Graham to support HEIs in moving towards 85% EPs by September 2008 and 100% by September 2009
 
	Applicant and HEI survey undertaken. UCAS is implementing a programme of updates and promotion of good EPs.  Good progress towards maximum coverage for 2009.  

Approximately 60% of courses have Entry Profiles   

	2.
	Financial information

In the context of the end-to-end review of student finance delivery in England, further consideration to be given to how to realise the principle of giving students researching their possible HE applications easy access to timely, accurate and reliable information, preferably in one place, about all the financial support they may receive whilst in HE.  
	2008 entry cycle for sharing of data between UCAS and SLC.  


	DPSG kept in touch with a number of initiatives relating to this proposal including reference to cross border issues.  

Agreement to share data between UCAS and SLC. Common collection of information for applicants for 2009 entry 

 

	3.
	Teaching Quality Information

HEFCE to commission early research on how students and their advisers are using the information on the Teaching Quality Information (TQI) website, to ensure it is meeting the needs of students and their advisers and to inform its further development from 2006.  


	Research to be completed by November 2006

Unistats website to be launched Autumn 2007


	Final report on the impacts and effectiveness of TQI from the Quality Assurance Framework Review Group, published November 2006        

UCAS launched Unistats website 26 November 2007

	4.
	Feedback to applicants

HEIs to develop more informative letters to feed back to students, detailing particularly why their applications have been rejected.

   
	March 2008 HEIs to begin implementation of improvements to feedback  


	A draft statement of good practice on providing feedback to applicants completed and following discussion at UUK and UCAS Boards will be issued in early 2008.  UCAS undertaking work on feasibility of developing electronic methods of providing feedback to applicants   

	5.
	Removal of predicted grades

Schools and colleges should not supply students’ predicted exam results with their HE applications and these should play no part in HE admissions decisions.


	Commission review following the first year of operation of the new process 2010 
	Agreed predicted grades would remain for the short term and reviewed after the first year of operation by the new system. 

Mean while watching brief kept on a number of related issues admissions tests, 14-19 Developments (new Diplomas in England), use of unit grades in the admissions process,  

Item on contextual data provided to December  2007 meeting of DPSG

	
	Summary of actions on each recommendation 


	Time scale 
	Actions completed

	6.
	Recording achievement
The DPSG to keep in touch with developments in the e-portfolio and investigate its potential role in the HE applications process.


	DP to monitor developments and investigate timescales - potentially could be available from 2008 entry cycle within the UCAS system   


	Presentation by Angela Smallwood, Centre for International ePortfolio Development at DPSG meeting in October 2007.  

Presentation by Jill Johnson, UCAS at DPSG meeting December 2007    

In December 2007 DPSG agreed that given the number of products and different uses it would not be appropriate for DPSG to promote a specific e-portfolio product as individual users would be best placed to agree the most appropriate product to adopt. 



	7a.

7b.
	Initial applications

Students to submit initial applications between the beginning of September and the end of March, either together or separately.  HEIs should seek to respond to applications as speedily as is practicable.
DPSG notes the Government’s recommendation to keep the current application deadlines but to explore the introduction of a gathered field whereby no offers will be made before each application deadline.   The DPSG to consider how the ‘gathered field’ principle could work in practice and any possible single date for the release of offers.    

Reduction from six to five applications    

Government recommended a reduction from six to five applications, which was adopted by the DPSG.  This would be followed by a further level of activity (based on current UCAS EXTRA process) to enable those applicants unsuccessful with their initial applications to continue applying for places (see Proposal 8). 


	Monitor following 2010 cycle
	Scoping paper presented to meeting December 2006

Consultation on gathered field May 2007 which indicated:

(i) a reluctance on behalf of some stakeholders  to pursue; 

(ii) some stakeholders were unclear as to how the  current UCAS application process worked. 

UCAS agreed to raise awareness of the current applications system. 

Case studies to be produced to illustrate how the current system works.  

Completed for the 2007 entry cycle. All stakeholders informed of the change. 



	8.
	Further applications 

Students who receive no offers from their initial applications to be able to submit an unlimited number of additional applications, one at a time, until they secure an offer, up to the end of June.

        
	UCAS extra to begin earlier in February instead of March 2008.


	UCAS EXTRA process in place and will begin earlier in 2008 cycle (February 2008).

	
	Summary of actions on each recommendation 


	Time scale 
	Actions completed

	9.
	HEIs to publish monthly vacancy lists, from the end of March until the end of Clearing.
	2008 entry  
	Completed

 

	10.

11.
	Pre-qualified home and EU students

HEIs to continue their work to ensure against unfair competition for places between pre-qualified and other home and EU students.

Overseas non-EU students

HEIs to continue to consider applications from pre-qualified overseas non-EU students as they do now and, where appropriate, offer them places on an unconditional basis.


	
	Reference Group set up and Report on potential impact on international completed and presented to DPSG in October 2007.

Paper on equality and diversity impact presented to DPSG in October 2007 and session provided at DP Conference on 11 December 2007.

Seminar held on 6 December to consider impact on part-time and mature students.  Report to be presented to DPSG in February 2008.    



	12.


	Offers

Students to continue to hold up to two offers.


	Monitor applicant behaviour including use and take up of the CI choice  following reduction from 6 to 5 after 2010 entry cycle. 
	UCAS monitoring take up of CI.

To be considered in light of the adjustment period discussions.

	13.
	Ranking offers

Students holding two offers to continue to rank them as firm and insurance choices.

	
	No action required. 

	14.

15.
	Facility to make fresh applications (introduction of an adjustment period) 
Students who achieve higher grades than required by their conditional offers to be able to make a new application and have their original firm conditional offer protected whilst they do so.

New application round

A confirmation and new application round to be run ahead of Clearing.


	For 2009 entry


	Working Group established.

Two possible models developed and circulated for consultation May - June 2007 

Models further refined and developed following discussions.  Decision to accept simpler model made at December DPSG. Further work to be completed following feedback from Workshop on 11 December 2007 on the detail and presented to DPSG in February 2008.     

	16.
	Simplifying arrangements for Art and Design 

The two-route application system for Art and Design to be replaced by a single admissions system, which retains sequential applications and an opening date for applications at the beginning of September and a closing date in late March.  
	For entry in 2010 

 
	Working Group set up. Consultation on models in  May 2007.  Models to be developed following consultation responses and Workshop on 11 December 2007.  Work to be finalised by Easter 2008.  



	
	Summary of actions on each recommendation 


	Time scale 
	Actions completed

	17.
	Reforming Clearing

Clearing to operate on the basis of three consecutive application rounds in which students submit one application in each round.

 
	
	No action required. Government agreed this would be cumbersome. 

	18.
	Changing the time at which exam results are published

The results of AS, A-levels, Highers and Advanced Highers to be published at least one week earlier than at present.

 
	
	On advice presented to DP, DP agreed that, at this stage, it would not be appropriate to recommend bringing forward results by one week.    

	19.

20.
	Entry via non –A level qualifications 

Work to be undertaken to look at what might be done to inform those taking non-A level qualifications, whose timetables it is not feasible to bring in line with the HE admissions cycle, of the requirements of that cycle, with the aim of allowing them, where possible and appropriate, to timetable their learning and accreditation accordingly.

Work to be started now with the express purpose of ensuring that, by 2008/09, the results of non A-level portfolio based qualifications are published earlier than they are at present.
	Results of vocational qualifications to be published earlier by 2008/09 


	Meeting held between DfES, QCA May 2007 

Working seminar on mature applicants and non-A-level applicants held on 6 Dec 2007.

Further Workshop held on 11 December 2007

Meeting in February 2008 to focus on vocational qualifications




